_Tense Verbs

esson 14: More Present

S ith the
m A verb in the present tense must agree w e
subject of the sentence. Both the subject a
verb must be either singular or plural.

| = Follow these rules to make a present-tense verb
agree with the subject.
For verbs that end in ss, ch, sh, zz, or x:

e Add -es when the subject is a singular noun or he, she, or it.
watch + es = watches

5 press + es = presses
) Jackie presses a seed into the soil.  She watches the seed grow.

* Do not add -es when the subject is a plural noun or I, we, you, or they.
o The students press seeds into the soil.

§ They watch the seeds grow.

For verbs that end in a consonant and y:

* Change y to i, and add -es when the subject is a
singular noun or he, she, or it.
fly + es = flies
A robin flies to the oak tree.

* Do not change y to i or add -es when the sub
I, we, you, or they.
Robins fly to the oak tree.
They hurry to their nests.

¥ YW

hurry + es = hurries
It hurries to its nest.

ject is a plural noun or

PRACTICE
B Choose the verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject. Then write
¥ the verb on the line. 1

discuss the signs of spring. (discuss, discusses) ™

1. The students
itches from pollen in the air. (itch, itches)

2. My nose
hatch in their nests. (hatch, hatches)

3. Baby birds

4. Geese fly to their spring and summer homes, (tly, flies)
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g PRAC“CE E3 continued

e watch tho b
5. € birds in the sky. (Watch, watches)
6. The air conditioner buzzes

i On and off. (buzz, buzzes)

7' Pet owners * Shedd' .

(brush, brushes) Ing hair from dogs and cats.

searches
om t i
8. M ; he closet for lighter clothes. (search, searches)
urry

9. Fans to basebal] games. (hurry, hurries)

"  10. The worker patches

(patch, patches) the potholes in the road.

E Write the present-tense form of the verb in parentheses to correctly
complete each sentence.

Y families Hy, to do spring cleaning in April. (try)

2. Six family members firess in old clothes. (dress)

3. Grandma fixgs a broken curtain rod. (fix)

4. George washics the windows. (wash)

5. He £5uC o them on a stepladder. (reach)

6. The twins rush upstairs. (rush)

7. They e the wooden floors. (wax)

8. Ms. Jones wishes the garage was neater. (wish)

9. She tosses things in boxes for a garage sale. (toss)
10. Mr. Jones dries the curtains in the sun. (dry)

passes quickly. (pass)

11. Spring cleaning day

relax at the end of the day. (relax)

12. The adults
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ef- V 4 o
- Rememb present tense m

. the
; A verb in bject of th
ball tryouts in k :+h the subj
C A W;Otte: f %tn?a;ee made seven ag:ﬁet‘a/: I‘S'Ubject and the ve
an email to ni. : Bo

the :
errors in subject-verb agreement. Use ; be either singul
proofreading marks in the box to correc »
the errors.

ing,
I show up for the baseball tryouts every spring
1 i ite sport, even
i . Baseball is my favor
and I ;\Gﬂgé’ my best
though I am not the best player.
When I play left field, I miss a lot of balls. The high

dsSsS E
ones fly right over me. Fast grounders Apgsseé‘ between 7
my legs.

To be honest I’
flies .
The baHAﬂjF‘ right past me, and I usually strike out.

stresses
Coach Jim always Btress’ one thing. “Don’t tense up at

& relax

/pifches
the plate,” he says. This time I relasces? The pitcher /:piteh"'

m not much better at the plate.

he says. It looks

like T am finally on the Path to being a great athletel!

Did you correct the seven errors
in subject-verb agreement?
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&, The verb is the Mmain

N word ;
Sometimes yoy can compy,. o the predic of
the verbs. Use the w word 4 and s r enta Sentence.
Chal.l'le Washes quickly, - O joi thev ik ences by j joining
Charlie Was\hes and e Ilie \qumkl
3 Quickly Y.

Combine each pair of Sentences py ;
Y /oining the v,
erbs

, People play in the park. Peo

ple relax in the
People [play)and [relax)in the park.

ark.

2. Sue smells the cherry blossoms, §

ue touches
Sue s@ and (touches)the cherry

the Cherry blossoms.
i LG AN

3. Children make Kites. Children ﬂy kltes

Children (make)and ffly)kites. i i
R
4. Karen grabs a football. Karen tosses afbdtball.,

Karen [grabs)and (tosses)a football.

5. Mia sees the ball. Mia catches the ball

lia sees and (catches)the ball.

6. Their friends watch them. Thelr fnends encourage them

Their friends (watch)and (encourage)them. _‘

7. Mr. Ruiz observes the players. Mr Ruiz coaches the‘pla)’e’fS

Mr. Ruiz (obse es)and(coaches)the players.

\ \'ooc\\: Go back to the sentences Y"“:, rot
A ¥ Circle the verbs that you ,omedi
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