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Lesson 25: A, An, The
LEARN

m The special adjectives a, an, and the are called articles.

These small words come before nquns.
a raccoon an otter the animals

m The articles a and an refer to any person, place, or th.lng.
The article the refers to a specific person, place, or thing.
An elephant can run faster than a person.
The runner crossed the finish line at noon.

e Use a before a singular noun that begins with
a consonant sound.
I found a book of interesting facts.

* Use an before a singular noun that begins with
a vowel sound.
Each fact described an animal.

® Use the before both singular and plural nouns.
The facts about the insect surprised me.

. Some sentences have more than one article. Circle each article,
g and write it on the line. The first one is done for you.

1. It is impossible for@ pig to look up intosky.

2 @sleeping bear in winter can go 100 days without water.

3 ostrich never buries its head in (the)sand.

4. There are more than 20 muscles in ear of @cat.

5. insect buzzes because ofmovement of its wings.

6. @cockroach can run one meter per second.

7. pattem of@zebra’s black-and-white stripes is
formed by its hair.
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ﬂ continued

ACTICE

R0 4il can sleep for three Years
16

: A
SRR A

- write the article in parentheses that cg b e

"' Wch sentence. ’TECt Ompletes
y _An__elephant ﬂaps 1ts ears to stay 0001 A,
. — An)

Chow is a
b, he Chow ——L dog Wlth a blue tongue. (a, the)
e

a
spiderscanspin__ 4 i
— .WEb 1Vn‘3‘0 mlnutes. (a, an)

bear‘ (ar the)

3 Some
a

y, A koala is not

a i '
b s> — relative of the Kangaroo. (a, an)

k. remales carry their young in

o U
\ pouCh
(a, an)

an

7 A zorilla is animal that looks like

4 skunk. (a, an)

§iESke SR e Zorilla
g 7orillas, like skunks, use odoras___ 4 defense (a, an)

9, The American buffalo is not buffalo at all. (a, the)

0. [t is ¢

bison. (at an,), 2 “.’ LG G

1. An Andean condor canhave —__ @ wingspan of 10 feet. (a, an)

2. It is one of the largest flying birdsin ——— the. lworld. (a, the)

3. The world’s smallest mammal is
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' Use a before a singularnoq"_
' begins with a coqsonant ]
" Use an before a singular no
. that begins with a vowel soun?

Sean wrote a report about how c?rtaln
| animals communicate their emotions.

In this part of the report, he L{sed five ar.tic/es
incorrectly. Use the proofreading marks in

the box to correct the errors. s

T Lt
T T T BT e I R e L o

Does -cg;'animal have emotions? That’s not easy
A an
to answer. How could we tell if animals did feel/-\the" SR
emotion? After all they can’t talk. Sometimes, G lipestod
however, animals do express feelings through 9/ Take out
b 1 = Capital I
e /  Small let

a
For example, if ;\the"dog has misbehaved, it might
turn its head sideways and show its neck. It might
also crouch down and lift its front paw to show you

it is sorry. Wolves, which are wild relatives of dogs,

might also show these two types of body language.

a
Wolves live in /-She"'pa,ck with one strong leader.

Pack members use body language to show that they

the
recognize their leader. To your dog you are /-\a‘»leader

of the pack, so it uses the same kind of body language
with you.

Did you correct five mistakes
with articles?



sin ‘ :
% WRITE @ Additional Resources at

. s :
" E Write a sentence aboyt each g ——
use an article before the anim

given in parentheses. After writin

an adjective to each sent [
’ ence. The first one i
ei
Answers will vary. Sample answers are gisv‘i?\”e for you.

_ 1. blue whale (weighs up to 200 tons)

ar;//ma/ below. In each sentence
S Name, and use the information
g your sentence go back and add

A blue whale weighs up to 200 tons,

(Albig blue whale weighs up to 200 tons.

2. butterfly (flaps its wings five times per second)

A butterfly flaps its wings five times per second.

Mg butterfly flaps its wings five times per second.

3. humpback whale (can eat one ton of food per day)

The humpback whale can eat one ton of food per day.

(The) hungry humpback whale can eat one ton of food per day.

4. opossum (sleeps 19 hours per day)

An opossum sleeps 19 hours per day.

o_lc_i opossum sleeps 19 hours per day.

5. hummingbird (can fly backward)
The hummingbird can fly backward.

(fhé) colorful hummingbird can fly backward.

to the sentences you wrote.
1 article you used.
h adjective you added.
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